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cipal government departments concerned in the work
of apprehending and reclaiming the criminal, namely
the Commissariats of Justice, the Interior, Health and
Education. Though antedated both by the Serbsky
Institute of Legal Psychiatry, which was founded in
1921, and by the Institute for the Study of the Per-
sonality of the Criminal, organized two years later,
the Government Institute, in its scope and duties,
actually ranks as the parent organization to the chain
of scientific and criminological institutions affiliated
with it.
The functions of the Government Institute are
twofold, practical and academic. It seeks to lend
flexibility to the methods of correction in the Soviet
Union, to keep Soviet justice from losing its fluidity
and becoming fixed and rigid. Its expert advice and
recommendations are sought and heeded by police au-
thorities, by prosecuting officials, by the heads of
prisons and of penal colonies. Along with these purely
reformistic efforts the Government Institute, as the
central organization, directs and coordinates the fun-
damental investigations into the whole range of crimi-
nality which are conducted by the scientists and
institutions connected with it.
These studies and researches fall into four distinct
classifications and are conducted by as many different
departments or c'sections," each of which is headed
by a leading authority, as follows: a) The Social-
Economic section, headed by the veteran criminolo-